


“The Earth is the mother of all people, and all 
people should have equal rights upon it.” 

-White Elk.

There is a close-knit community of 456 million indigenous 
people living worldwide, which plays a crucial role in 
preserving cultural diversity and protecting natural 
environments.

Each year on August 9, “International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples” focuses on raising awareness about 
the needs of indigenous communities who speak most of 
the world’s languages and possess a wealth of traditional 
knowledge. Despite their rich history and valuable 
contributions, they often face significant challenges and 
marginalization. Our shared responsibility is to build a safer, 
healthier, and more sustainable future for them and be the 
backbone for these warriors working to develop a better 
ecosystem. 

Supporting the 2024 theme of “Indigenous Youth as Agents 
of Change for Self-determination,” we can create pathways 
to encourage and empower Indigenous youth. It will promote 
their self-determination through cultural preservation and 
advocacy, help them sustain their languages, traditions, 
and practices, and effectively advocate for their rights. By 
doing so, we can foster a global community that values and 
respects their contribution and align ourselves with Agenda 
2030, which promises to “leave no one behind.”

Ashwajit Singh
Founder & Managing Director, IPE Global

MD Speaks



https://www.visualcapitalist.com/cp/mapped-the-worlds-indigenous-peoples/

Indigenous Population Worldwide



Tanya Singh
Senior Director, IPE Global

Editors Note
“Two ears of green leaves facing each other and holding a 
globe-like planet Earth.” 

The imagery aptly symbolizes how the world’s Indigenous peoples 
maintain a harmonious relationship with nature. The green leaves 
represent the vitality and growth fostered by this community, emphasizing 
their role in preserving biodiversity, while the globe signifies global 
presence and the interconnectedness of their cultural practices. 

The “International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples” recognises 
their contribution and impact in improving world issues, such as 
promoting mother nature. This edition focuses on how raising awareness 
about the people, culture, and their importance to the world can cultivate 
greater respect, understanding, and collaboration among everyone.

At IPE Global, we recognize the critical role that indigenous communities 
play in fostering a resilient and inclusive future. Our initiatives promote 
development that honours and integrates their knowledge for better 
environmental and social outcomes.  Further, our efforts are aligned 
with the 2024 theme of “Indigenous Youth as Agents of Change for 
Self-determination.” We continuously strive to empower youth as 
agents of positive change by supporting their leadership, innovation, 
and self-determination to build a better tomorrow.

Hope you enjoy reading this edition.



Editors Note

THE HIDDEN TRIBES
In the depths of the ancient land,

Where the rivers flow and mountains stand,
Live the keepers of the primal lore,

The Indigenous, whose roots run deep and pure.
Their stories are etched in bark and stone,

A heritage that the winds have known.
Yet in modern and civilised life,

Their voices are muted, and no one hears their plight.
In the council halls and city streets,

Their presence fades, as history repeats.
The old ways, the wisdom of the land,
Ignored, dismissed, slipping from hand.

Yet in the heart of every native child,
Burns a memory, a spirit wild.

Of ancestors who walked with grace and pride,
Who spoke with nature, side by side.

Their resilience, a flame that won’t expire,
In the face of greed, they stand entire.

For every tree cut, a song remains,
A whisper of hope amidst the pains.

Their culture is rich, their spirits are strong,
They’ve survived storms, endured so long.

And now, as the time has changed
The world begins to see their face,

To the rivers, mountains, and skies above,
A people of peace, a people of love.
In their whispers, a powerful roar,

For the earth, they stand strong and endure

Poem contribution by Gracie, 
Daughter of Sudarshan Panda
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“International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples”

History
By resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994, 
the United Nations General Assembly 
decided that the International Day of the 
World’s Indigenious Peoples shall be 
observed on 9 August every year

Significance
Indigenous Peoples’ Day honours the past, 
present, and futures of Native peoples. The 
holiday recognizes the legacy and impact of 
colonialism on Native communities, and it 
also celebrates the cultures, contributes, and 
resilience of contempary Native peoples

Indigenous Communities
There are an estimated 476 million 
indigenous people in the world living across 
90 countires. They make up less than  5 per 
cent of the world’s population but account 
for 15 per cent of the poorest. They speak 
an overwhelming majority of the world’s 
estimated 7,000 languages and represent 
5,000 different cultures

Theme 2024
“Indigenous Youth as Agents of Change for 
Self-determination”

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/international-day-of-the-worlds-indigenous-peoples--178525572722059201/



“International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples”

Events and Coverages 

 

Indian Indigenous Insights 
The biggest groups of Indigenous Peoples are in the seven northeastern states of India 
and in the “central tribal belt” that runs from Rajasthan to West Bengal. India has laws 
and constitutional rules, like the Fifth Schedule for central India and the Sixth Schedule 
for parts of northeastern India, that acknowledge the rights of Indigenous Peoples to 
their land and self-rule.

To raise awareness about the plights of the indigenous population, 9th August has been 
observed as an ‘International Day of World’s Indigenous People’, and at the same time 
recognizing their contribution and achievement.

With that in mind, let us look at a few more of the tribal cultures in India, and see what 
we can learn from them:

Events and Coverages 

 

The tribe is one of the 
protectors of animal and 
plant life in India. They dedicate 
their entire lives to caring for 
distressed animals.

(Primarily in the states of 
Rajasthan, Haryana Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Punjab & Gujarat)

Bishnoi Tribe



While most women are still struggling for 
basic rights, a tribe in the northeastern state of 
Meghalaya is paving the way for an alternative 
societal structure. The Khasi are a few of the 
remaining matrilineal societies left in the world

In Khasi society, the youngest daughter inherits 
ancestral property and wealth, while men live 
in the residence of their wives, and take the names 
of their mothers.

 

The tribe in Chattisgarh has eliminated sexual 
crimes of all manner Widow re-marriage 
and sex education have always been the 
norm in this society, which could be the reason 
behind the lack of sexual crimes. According to 
the members of the tribal community, they can’t 
remember the last time they heard about marital 
discord or domestic abuse in their society.

Khasi Tribe

Bison-Horn Maria Tribe 

 

 

 

(Primarily in the states of the eastern 
part of Meghalaya, in the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills)

(Primarily in the states of Garhichiroli 
District in the state of Maharashtra. 
Some also live in Madhya Pradesh)



Bison-Horn Maria Tribe 

 

 

Our Work Around the Theme

The World Bank II Sub-National Public Expenditure Review (PER) in 
Health, Ethiopia (2019-2020)

The primary objective of the Sub-National Public Expenditure Review (PER) is to analyze recent fiscal developments 

in Ethiopia within the context of investments in the health sector to achieve universal health coverage 
through the provision of promotive, preventive, curative, and rehabilitative health 
services for all including the marginalized. 
As part of the study, we analyzed the trends, levels, and composition of health spending at regional and Woreda 
levels, both on and off-budget resources; assessed the efficiency of health spending, including allocative efficiency 
and technical efficiency on issues related to budget execution, financial management information systems in the health 
sector and productivity of health services at regional, Woreda and health facility level; assessed equity of public and 
external resources, including resource allocation patterns of block-grants and external funding at regional and Woreda 
level; provided recommendations to improve domestic resource mobilisation as well as equity and efficiency of public 
and external expenditures; recommended ways to improve financial management systems and budget execution at 
the lower level administration. The study also focused on equity aspects, including gender equity.



Uttarakhand State Rural Livelihood Mission (USRLM), Department 
of Rural Development, Government of Uttarakhand, and The 
World Bank Funded Technical Support Agency under Deen Dayal 
Upadhaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana.

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY), a flagship program of the Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD), Government of India (GoI) aimed at improving livelihoods of rural youth 
with a special focus on disadvantaged groups including the SC/ST/women and other minority 
communities. It aimed to impart market led training to ensure the employability of youth and emphasizes 
partnership-based skilling and placement delivery. 

The State Project Management Unit (SPMU), Department of Rural Development, Government of Uttarakhand, is a 
State-level nodal unit that implements DDU-GKY in Uttarakhand, India.

IPE Global worked as a Technical Support Agency (TSA). It provided technical assistance to SPMU, Uttarakhand, for 
the overall program management of skill development initiatives in the state and enabled effective implementation 
of DDUGKY at each district/block level. IPE supported in achieving the training and placement targets of USRLM, 
streamlining the IT and MIS systems, helping in the development of annual action plans, development of monitoring 
and evaluation programs, setting up migration support centers, and overall achievement of program goals of the 
department.



Flights of Hope – Journeys of Compassion 
with My Drone!
Transporting critical provisions to 
the distant reaches of Arunachal 
Pradesh, including vital COVID-19 
vaccines, essential blood samples, 
and imperative emergency medical 
equipment, I had not foreseen the 
enduring influence my proficiency 
in drone operations would wield 

upon my community amidst the 
pandemic’s grip. Trained as a 
drone pilot under the Medicines 
from the Sky project by SAMRIDH* 
supported Redwing Labs, there 
was a sense of pride as the only 
woman in my area flying drones at 
par with men!

300 Mn+ 
mobilised as capital pool

*SAMRIDH, supported by USAID, is India’s first 
healthcare-focused blended finance facility. It aims to 
improve access to affordable and quality healthcare 
services for the vulnerable.https://samridhhealth.org/

NIKH JASMINE 
East Kameng District, Arunachal Pradesh

Impacting Lives on the Ground
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Nature’s Triumph – Resilience Rises

Hailing from a region in Ethiopia prone to 
natural disasters, occurrences of droughts 
and floods were all too familiar. The 
combination of unregulated development and 
poverty led to pervasive issues such as soil 
erosion, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, 
and degradation of water and rangeland 
resources. This downward spiral deepened 
our economic hardships. However, the 
implementation of Nature-based Solutions (NbS)* 

by Triple Line marked a turning point. Through 
enhanced biodiversity and the adoption of 
‘green solutions’ in lieu of conventional ‘grey 
infrastructure,’ the landscape underwent a 
transformative shift, rendering us resilient 
‘sponge cities.’ These initiatives empowered 
women like myself to generate income 
through eco-friendly enterprises, fostering 
a sense of security, stability, and pride 
within me.

The introduction of green solutions in the cityscapes of Ethiopia transformed 
my daily life and unlocked new livelihood opportunities.

*Triple Line was appointed by the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) to identify opportunities for the application of Nature-based 
Solutions (NbS) for key urban areas in Ethiopia.

Afia Kebede
Kochere, Ethiopia





OVERVIEW

Issue Brief Release of “Managing Monsoon in a Warming Climate”

Executive Summary
Global	 warming	 has	 caused	 a	 significant	 rise	 in	 global	 surface	 temperatures	 over	 the	 past	 few	 decades,	 which	
has also increased atmospheric humidity. This trend has led to a higher incidence of heatwaves around the world, 
particularly in tropical areas. Heatwaves—meteorological extreme weather events—are most commonly observed in 
India during the summer months (March, April, May or MAM). Long-term projections indicate that Indian heatwaves 
could	cross	the	survivability	limit	for	a	healthy	human	resting	in	the	shade	by	2050;	if	the	intensity	and	prevalence	of	
heatwaves	in	India	continue	to	increase,	they	could	potentially	impact	around	500	million	people	(Debnath,	Bardhan,	
and	Bell	2023).	Forecasts	suggest	that	if	the	pledges	made	in	the	2015	Paris	Agreement	are	not	fulfilled,	the	global	
temperature	is	likely	to	rise	beyond	3°C	by	the	close	of	the	21st	century	(Singh,	Yadav,	and	Kumar	Goyal	2024).		This	
will have disastrous implications for India in terms of extreme weather events.

As India is trending toward hotter summers, the 
northeastern, eastern, central, and north-western 
parts of  India are expected to witness heatwaves 
in	 the	 coming	 decades.	 The	 first	 tranche	 of	 the	
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) 
Sixth Assessment Report indicates that the Indian 
subcontinent will experience calamitous consequences 
if	 the	 global	 temperature	 breaches	 the	 3°C	 mark,	
increased	dry	spells,	intensification	of	extreme	rainfall	
by more than 20 per cent, and an exponential surge in 
heatwave and cyclonic events. 

Climate change is rapidly altering Indian districts’ risk 
of experiencing slow onset events in contrast to their 
prior	 experience	 of	 0.6°C	 rise	 in	 the	 last	 hundred	
years (India Meteorological Department,  Pattanaik 
et	 al.	 2019).	 Our	 study	 undertook	 a	 first-of-its-kind,	
multi-decadal, regional, climatological assessment 
to map heatwave hotspots and understand how its 
attributional in triggering extreme rainfall events. 
We used spatial and temporal modelling to develop 
a district-level seasonal assessment to explain the 
complexities and non-linear trends and patterns 
associated with heatwaves and extreme rainfall events. 
First,	we	developed	a	region-specific	temperature	thresholds	roster	on	a	multi-decadal	time	scale	to	identify	district-
level hotspots. Thereafter, we conducted a seasonal climatological analysis using coarse-grain resolution temporal 
maps to identify micro-seasonal variations. 

Our study also aimed to generate empirical evidence on how temperature rise is aggravating extreme rainfall events. 
We hypothesise that India is witnessing an extended summer season in the monsoon seasons beyond rainy days. We 
believe that, overall, India is witnessing an extended summer-like condition in the June, July, August, and September 
(JJAS) months. In particular, we found that districts located in the plains and in hilly regions are witnessing these 
trends-which	has	deterrent	impacts	on	lives,	livelihoods	and	economic	sectors.	These	trends	align	with	findings	from	
various studies that show that land surface temperatures across India have been rising (Naveena et al. 2021). 

Heatwave Condition
Very High
High
Medium
Low
No Heat

Figure ES1. More than 84 per cent of the districts in India are heatwave hotspots

Source: Author’s analysis

Table ES1. Overall region-specific district heatwave hotspots
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Managing Monsoons in a Warming Climate       

Region

Coast

Plains

Hills

District hotspots

Sivaganga, Nellore, Ahmedabad, Morbi, Pudukkottai, Thanjavur, Kanchipuram, Villupuram, Gandhinagar, Kheda

Anupgarh, Jaisalmer, Bikaner, Pratapgarh, Botad, Mahoba, Hanumangarh, Ganganagar, Hamirpur, Bundi

Haridwar, Udam Singh Nagar, Unakoti, West Tripura, Jammu, Sepahijala, Samba, Khowai, Gomati, South Tripura

Source: Author’s analysis
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To view full report, please click here

(L-R) Krishna S Vatsa (Member NDMA), Tim Curtis (Director and Representative UNESCO South Asia Regional Office), Amit Prothi 
(Director General, CDRI), Benno BoeRr(Chief - Natural Sciences Unit, UNESCO), Ashwajit Singh (Founder & M.D. IPE Global), 

Abinash Mohanty (Sector Head - Climate Change and Sustainability, IPE Global), Ananya Singh (Associate Manager – Climate 
Change & Sustainability IPE Global), Shivangee Paul (Senior GIS Engineer, ESRI), Vishal Sharma (General Manager, ESRI India), 

Gunjan Jain (Engagement Lead, Climate Trends)

The “Managing Monsoons in a Warming Climate” issue 
brief, developed by IPE Global and Esri India, addresses the 
pressing issue of climate change and its impact on India. As 
global temperatures rise and atmospheric humidity increases, 
heatwaves have become more frequent and intense, particularly 
in tropical regions like India. This brief delves into the projected 
increase in heatwave intensity and prevalence, which could affect 
8 out 10 people in India by 2036 if current trends continue. The 
study highlights how these rising temperatures are altering 
the monsoon season, extending summer-like conditions, and 
exacerbating extreme rainfall events. Through a detailed regional 
assessment, the brief identifies heatwave hotspots across India 
and provides actionable recommendations to mitigate the socio-
economic and environmental risks posed by these extreme 
weather events

https://www.esri.in/en-in/events/climate-action/addressing-climate-extremes/policy-brief


Issue Brief Release of “Managing Monsoon in a Warming Climate”
Key Highlights
•	 Rising global temperatures and increased humidity are leading to more frequent and intense heatwaves, especially 

in India.

•	 The study reveals an extended summer season in India, overlapping with the monsoon, leading to extreme rainfall 
and heatwave events.

•	 The study provides data showing that 84 per cent of Indian districts are extreme heatwave hotspots, with 70 per 
cent also experiencing erratic rainfall.

•	 The policy brief identifies specific district-level hotspots in coastal, plain, and hilly regions most affected 
by heatwaves.

(L-R) Kachina Chawla (Chief - Health Systems Strengthening Division, USAID), Himangi Bhardwaj (Head-Health and Lifesciences, 
British High Commission), Neha Kumar (Head South Asia Program Climate Bonds Initiative), Benno Boer (Chief - Natural Sciences 

Unit, UNESCO), Jayashree Nandi (Assistant Editor, Hindustan Times), Jui Joshi (Director and Senior Partner, Climate Collective)



Media Coverages
Economic Times

Kolkata

Busniess World

Pioneer

The Hindu

The Daily Guardian

Deccan Chronicle-Chennai Millennium Post Hindustan Times

	
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/most-indian-districts-recording-extremely-humid-heat-during-monsoon-report-101722936659134-amp.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/most-indian-districts-recording-extremely-humid-heat-during-monsoon-report-101722936659134-amp.html
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/84-of-indian-districts-at-risk-of-heatwaves-70-prone-to-extreme-rainfall-124080601445_1.html
	
https://www.ndtvprofit.com/nation/over-84-indian-districts-face-heat-wave-70-see-heavy-rain-report
	
https://www.india.com/news/india/extreme-humid-heat-in-india-during-monsoon-report-imd-forecast-rain-prediction-landslide-7145969/


Media Coverages
The Daily Guardian

The Daily Guardian

Economic Times - Delhi

Hans India - Hyderabad

	
https://www.indiatoday.in/environment/story/how-climate-change-has-exposed-india-to-extreme-heat-and-rain-2577831-2024-08-06
https://theprint.in/economy/more-than-70-pc-of-indian-districts-are-exposed-to-extreme-rainfall-events-ipe-global-and-esri-india-study/2210936/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/over-84-pc-indian-districts-prone-to-extreme-heat-waves-says-report/articleshow/112327004.cms?from=mdr
	
https://www.aninews.in/news/business/more-than-70-pc-of-indian-districts-are-exposed-to-extreme-rainfall-events-ipe-global-and-esri-india-study20240806182922/


Other Events

Education & Skills Development
Facilitated a State Level Industrial Consultation in 
Baddi, Himachal Pradesh in collaboration with Baddi 
Barotiwala Nalagarh Industries Association (BBNIA) 
under the HPSDP project funded by the ADB and 
implemented by Himachal Pradesh Kaushal Vikas 
Nigam (HPKVN). Over 80 participants from member 
industries of BBNIA, academia, and government 
attended, with Hon’ble Minister of Technical Education, 
HP, Shri Rajesh Dharmani as the chief guest. 

Yaari - Induction
The YAARI project team convened in New Delhi for 
their orientation meeting, this three-day event began 
with comprehensive orientation sessions where 
participants delved into the project’s goals, objectives, 
and anticipated outcomes, alongside an overview of 
compliance requirements      



Other Events

Credits: Team Corporate Communication
Tanya Singh, Shilpi Jain, Sapna Subba, Priyanka Nagpal, Priya Khurana, Punya Mishra

Visit www.ipeglobal.com & www.tripleline.com or write to us at connect@ipeglobal.com

https://www.ipeglobal.com/
https://tripleline.com/

